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4,114, p = 0.013), while the occurrence of other CoNS species was comparable between 
secondary and tertiary care. Yet, major differences in relative occurrence were observed 
between ICU and non-ICU status in secondary care. On secondary care ICUs, S. epidermidis 
accounted for 55.9% of all first weighted CoNS isolates found while on non-ICU wards this 
was 39.1% (p < 0.001). In contrast, S. hominis accounted for 25.7% on secondary care ICUs 
while on non-ICU wards this was 43.3% (p < 0.001). Notably, S. hominis was found 105 times 
(7.53%) in children under the age of one. 

 
Figure 2. The number of first weighted isolates of the top five CoNS species found in the study stratified by (A) 
type of care, (B) type of hospital ward, (C) province of the Netherlands, (D), gender, and (E) age group. 

Although all three provinces in the study region are similar in population density and gender 
distribution [23], major differences were observed in the occurrence of CoNS species between 
those provinces in secondary care. The occurrence of S. epidermidis among CoNS species in 
secondary care hospitals in Friesland was 38.7% in contrast to 43.7% and 45.9% in Drenthe 
and Groningen respectively (p < 0.001). S. hominis was significantly more often found in 
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