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Figure 1. Location of the study region in the Netherlands and Germany, 2012-2016. The dark grey area represents 
the study region, including the Dutch regions East Groningen (NL111), Delfzijl and surroundings (NL112), rest of 
Groningen (NL113), North Drenthe (NL 131), South East Drenthe (NL132), South West Drenthe (NL133), 
Twente (NL213), Achterhoek (NL225), and the German regions Grafschaft Bentheim region (DE94B) and the 
Münsterland-region with the urban district Münster (DEA33) and the rural districts Borken (DEA34), Coesfeld 
(DEA35), Steinfurt (DEA37) and Warendorf (DEA38). 

9.2.2. Guidelines for patients at risk for MRSA and infection prevention and control 
measures 

Both NL-BRH and DE-BRH implemented MRSA-related IPC measures according to their 

national guidelines and recommendations, issued by the Dutch Working Group on Infection 

Prevention (WIP) and the German Commission for Hospital Hygiene and Infection 

Prevention (KRINKO) at the Robert Koch-Institute, respectively [10,18]. Of note, the 

definitions of whom to screen at admission differed for NL-BRH and DE-BRH based on the 

national guidelines and recommendations (Table 1), as well as screening sites (DE-BRH: at 

least nose, pharynx, throat and wounds, if present, additionally perineum and groin swab, when 

indicated; NL-BRH: nasal-, throat- and perineum or rectum swab plus additional cultures 

depending on clinical signs) [10,19]. In all hospitals, positive screenings or any other detection of 

MRSA was followed by single room isolation, contact precautions and decolonisation, if 

applicable. Pre-emptive isolation of patients with MRSA risk factors was performed according 

to local guidelines (in DE-BRH only for patients with previous MRSA carriage, for NL-BRH 

see Table 1.  
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