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Figure 4. Age group comparison of ABR per antibiotic. Only bug-drug combinations are shown where at least 30 
isolates were available for each age group and where results for all age groups were available. 

7.4. DISCUSSION 
The present study provides a comprehensive analysis of species in the CoNS group and their 
associated ABR patterns in a full-region approach using solely MALDI-TOF MS for 
discriminating CoNS species. We selected and analysed a total of 14,992 first weighted CoNS 
isolates from 10,786 patients over seven years and identified significant differences in the 
trends of occurrence of the different CoNS species as well as in their ABR patterns. 

Before MALDI-TOF MS, CoNS were often reported without the species name as formerly 
used techniques were not able to reliably discriminate species [16]. The ratio of all CoNS species 
presented in the current study (Table 2) shows that five species accounted for 97.1% of all 27 
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