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borders, patient protection and infection prevention must not stop at borders [68]. The 
Netherlands and Germany have, among many other matters, apparent differences within the 
healthcare system in general and in terms of AMR, especially concerning MDRO definitions 
and infection prevention guidelines. To study these differences, INTERREG programs enable 
cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation. INTERREG is one of the central 
instruments in European cohesion and regional policy, with which the development 
differences between the European countries in the border regions should be reduced and 
economic cohesion strengthened. It aims to ensure that national borders are not an obstacle 
to the balanced development and integration of the European territory [69]. One of its 
programs, EurHealth-1Health, was a large research project that aimed to facilitate working 
together in battling AMR and MDROs and to empower sustainable collaborations across the 
border. 

 
Figure 5. Geographic overview of three Euregio’s that make up most of the Dutch-German cross-border region. 

In the Northern Netherlands, five clinical microbiological laboratories together conduct the 
microbiological diagnostics for more than two million Dutch inhabitants in primary care, 
secondary care (non-university hospitals) and tertiary care (university hospital). Three of these 
five are regional non-profit laboratories: Izore in Leeuwarden (Friesland), Certe in Groningen 
(Groningen) and LabMicTA in Hengelo (Overijssel). The other two laboratories are hospital 
departments of the Isala hospital in Zwolle (Overijssel) and the University Medical Center 
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